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The declaration of the llth December was accepted by France
because the principle of Germany's equality of rights was conceded
as part of ea system which would provide security for all nations',
and the French Government were able to interpret this phrase to
mean that the establishment of a satisfactory system of security
would precede any steps in the direction of equalizing the armed
forces of France and Germany.  The German Government, on the
other hand, made no secret of their determination to direct all their
efforts towards the attainment of practical equality in armaments at
the earliest possible moment. Their attitude was clearly defined in an
article by General von Schleicher which was issued to the Press on
the 26th January, 1933. In this article the Chancellor of the Reich
announced that Germany was returning to the Disarmament Con-
ference with the object of achieving, 'in the shortest time', the con-
clusion of a convention which would satisfy Germany's fundamental
demands by creating equal security for all through the disarmament
of the highly armed states.   The practical realization of German
equality of status would depend upon the way in which the Con-
ference carried out general disarmament, but there must be no ques-
tion of distinguishing between the rights of those who had lost and those
who had won the War. This declaration lost none of its force when •
its author resigned the Chancellorship of the Reich two days later;
for Herr Hitler's advent to power on the 30th January was certainly
not likely to portend any weakening of Germany's claims in the
matter of armaments. Nor did the simultaneous change of Govern-
ment in France—where Monsieur Daladier took office as President
of the Council, in succession to Monsieur Paul-Boncour,1 on the
31st January—mean that the policy which had been pursued by the
French delegation at the previous session of the Disarmament Con-
ference was likely to be modified in substance during the new phase
of the activities of the Conference.2 Thus when the Bureau of the
Disarmament Conference reassembled at Geneva in the last week of
January 1933 the delegates were brought once more face to face
with the problem of finding a common measure between the demand
1 The Government of Monsieur Herriot, which had been in power at the
time of the signature of the five-Power declaration of the 11th December, had
fallen on the 14th December (the day on which the General Commission of the
Disarmament Conference had adjourned) on the question of the payment of the
December instalment of the French debt to the United States (see the Swrvey
for 1932, p. 127); Monsieur Paul-Boncour's Cabinet, which took office on the
18th December, was defeated on the 28th January, 1933, on the question of
a proposed increase in direct taxation.
3 On the continuity of French policy in regard to security and disarmament,
see the Survey for 1932, pp. 196-7 and 268-70.
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